
In This Issue

Icon Screen: A Window into the Kingdom 
March & April newsletter

With gratitude to God, our Holy Apostles community has
now completed the icon screen—the iconostasis—in our
church. This moment is not merely the completion of a
beautiful work of craftsmanship; it is the completion of a
theological statement expressed through sacred art. The
iconostasis stands before us as a profound reminder of the
mystery of the Church and the meeting of heaven and earth.

In Orthodox worship, the icon screen does not function as a
barrier separating the people from the altar. Rather, it
reveals the deeper reality of what takes place in the Divine
Liturgy. Through the holy icons, the Church reminds us that
we worship not alone, but together with the saints, the
angels, and the entire communion of believers who stand
before the throne of God.
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“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” – John 8
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The roots of the icon screen reach back into the early
centuries of the Church. Over time, the simple altar barrier
developed into the full iconostasis we see today. Yet its
purpose has always remained the same: to proclaim the
mystery of the Incarnation. Because God became man in
Jesus Christ, the invisible God can now be depicted and
proclaimed through holy images.

At the center of the iconostasis are the Royal Doors,
through which the Gospel and the Holy Gifts pass during
the Divine Liturgy. These doors remind us that Christ
Himself is the door through which we enter the Kingdom of
God. On the icon screen we see icons of Christ, the Mother
of God, and the saints—those who have become living
witnesses to the transforming power of God’s grace.

Each icon teaches us that holiness is not distant or
abstract. The saints whose images appear before us were
real people who struggled, prayed, repented, and followed
Christ. Their presence on the iconostasis invites us to join
them in the same path toward the Kingdom.

The icon screen also reminds us that the altar represents
heaven itself. During the Divine Liturgy, the curtain and the
Royal Doors open and close, revealing the sacred actions
that lead us into the mystery of God’s presence. What we
glimpse through the iconostasis is a sign that heaven is not
far away; it is already present in the worship of the Church.

Now that our icon screen is complete, we are called not
only to admire its beauty but to deepen our understanding
of what it represents. The iconostasis calls us to prayer,
repentance, and communion with Christ. It invites us to see
our parish as part of the great and eternal Church that
stretches beyond time and space.

May this holy icon screen continue to teach us silently
each time we enter the church. May it remind us that in
every Divine Liturgy heaven opens before us, and that we
are invited to stand among the saints in the presence of
the living God.

I am very thankful to all who contributed and labored for
the completion of this divine project. It is a testament to
the love and dedication of our faithful to our Holy Apostles
Church community. May the beauty of the icon screen
always inspire and draw the faithful closer to the Lord. 

To Him be glory, together with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Fr. Thomas

Message from Fr. Thomas continued...
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Dear Holy Apostles Family,

A blessed Lenten and Pascha season to you all! As we journey through Great Lent toward the joyous
Resurrection of our Lord, I am continuously uplifted by the faith and fellowship of our beautiful
community here in Chantilly. This is a profound time of reflection and renewal, and I pray this season
brings peace and spiritual growth to you and your families.
We are blessed to have so many great church services occurring during the Lenten season. I
encourage you to join us for our Wednesday Presanctified Liturgies, Open Confessions, and our Friday
Salutations and Akathist services, followed by our wonderful Lenten dinners. We are especially
looking forward to the deeply moving services of Holy Week, culminating in our glorious celebration
of the Resurrection. Please be sure to join us for our annual Pascha Picnic and Egg Hunt on April 12th
—it is always a joyous time to break the fast and celebrate together!
March and April have been bustling with wonderful activities for our youth and young adults.
Recently, our Hope & Joy children had an amazing time touring St. Sophia in DC and visiting the
National Zoo. Meanwhile, our GOYA teens enjoyed a fantastic get-together, and we had a great turnout
for the NOVA & MD YAL Retreat. Looking ahead, we have our Holy Apostles Youth Retreat on April
10th, a GOYA Hike at Beaverdam Reservoir Park on April 19th, and GOYA prosfora baking with
Presvytera Elizabeth on April 25th. Additionally, any girls ages 5-18 interested in serving as myrofores
on Holy Friday evening should reach out to Marina to participate in this beautiful tradition.

We also have some outstanding accomplishments to celebrate! A massive congratulations to our
incredible youth who represented Holy Apostles at the District Level of the St. John Chrysostom
Oratorical Festival hosted at our parish on March 14th. Marianna Drapas earned 2nd place in the
Senior Division, while Ben Joiner took 2nd place and Mark Wenzel took 3rd place in the Junior
Division. We are exceedingly proud of your hard work and eloquence! I also want to thank the Festival
Chairperson, Ashley Joiner, our judges, and our volunteers, who together put on an incredibly well-
run event that will enable our parish to host similar events for the region in the future.

None of these events and ministries would be possible without the tireless efforts of our volunteers.
We owe a huge thank you to the Wenzel family for graciously hosting the recent GOYA gathering at
their home. Thank you as well to Maria Plevrakis and everyone volunteering on our Coffee Hour
Committee, and to Dena Kozanas for her continued dedication as our Sunday School Director. We are
also incredibly grateful to all the parishioners who have signed up to bring dishes for our post-service
Lenten dinners and those helping organize the Pascha picnic. Your selfless giving is the backbone of
our parish!

May the remainder of your Lenten journey be blessed, peaceful, and spiritually fruitful. I look forward
to praying alongside you during Holy Week and celebrating the light of Pascha together.
Kali Anastasi!

In Christ,
Greg Joiner
Parish Council President
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Message from the Parish Council President



Sunday of Orthodoxy: March 1, 2026
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Happy Spring!

We hope you are having a blessed Lenten Season and enjoying the beautiful services of Lent. We
enjoy seeing so many new people every Sunday and seeing how many faithful followers we have
every week. What a blessing. We love our new Church home, we use every inch of it on a weekly
basis and it is bustling with life daily.  We are currently working on our 2026 Stewardship Program
and we currently have 79 Stewards which is an amazing number for so early in the year. We thank
each and every one of you for your continued support and if you are not a steward… PLEASE sign up
to be one today. 

If you have not yet pledged for 2026, please either fill out a pledge card at church or just email
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com with your pledge for this year. Even if you are continuing with the same
amount as 2025, we still need a confirmation of that from you for the new year.

As always, thank you for all your generosity!

In your service,
Ron and Mina Baldinger
HAGOC Stewardship Chairs

Stewardship
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Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)

The Holy Apostles Young
Adults League continues to
grow and settle into its rhythm
with regular meetings focused
on community, discussion, and
spiritual development for
young adults. In addition to the
meetings, several social
gatherings have helped
strengthen friendships within
the group. We have also now
been blessed to have St
Nectarios as the patron saint
for our group.

In Christ,
Artem Koker

mailto:Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com
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Please print out this form
and leave it by the church

office, or email it to
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com. 

You can also pledge by
emailing Ron directly, or go

to our website at:
www.holyapostlesgreek

orthodox.org/stewardship

PHILOPTOCHOS

 On February 7, Philoptochos members
gathered at the Bungalow Lakehouse
in Sterling for a warm and welcoming
evening of fellowship. We enjoyed
delicious food, lively conversation,
and wonderful camaraderie as we
spent time together strengthening our
community and friendship.  
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With love in Christ,
Marina Zagaris

HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)
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GOYA Highlights

On February 22, GOYA gathered at Lucky
Strike for an evening of friendly competition
and fellowship. GOYANs (and some parents)
enjoyed cheering each other on, sharing
plenty of laughs, and strengthening
friendships through a little healthy rivalry. 

Alexis Wenzel, GOYA Advisor

(ages 13-18)

St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
On March 14th, right here at HAGOC, the District level competition for the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
Festival was held and the participants from our parish did exceptionally well!

Senior Division (grades 10-12): Marianna Drapas (2nd place)
Junior Division (grades 7-9): Ben Joiner (2nd place); Mark Wenzel (3rd place)

  
HAGOC has in years' past excelled in this District competition, and 2026 was no exception! We are
exceedingly proud of Marianna, Ben and Mark – and to have such recognition for our parish is truly
exciting!
 
By earning 2nd Place in the Senior Division, Marianna will continue on to the next level of competition -
Metropolis. Ben will also continue on to the Metropolis competition, having earned 2nd Place in the Junior
Division. The Metropolis competition is scheduled for May 2nd at St. George in Bethesda, Maryland.
 
Congratulations again to Marianna, Ben and Mark – thank you for being such terrific representatives for our
parish! And best wishes to Marianna and Mark at the Metropolis competition!



Blessed Lent to all. Our Hope/Joy youth group continues to meet monthly for various activities. Several of our
Hope/Joy families were able to attend “Winter Family Camp” at Antiochian Village in January. It’s a wonderful
weekend spent with family and friends old and new, as a time of rest, spiritual renewal, and recreation. It takes
place every year over MLK weekend in January so mark your calendars now to join next year!

In February our children participated in an icon painting event in preparation for the Sunday of Orthodoxy.
Each child painted their own glass icon, following step by step instructions. The kids did such an amazing job,
their icons turned out beautiful. Thank you to all who participated!

Looking ahead, we have our Good Friday retreat on April 10th beginning at 1:00pm and concluding with the
Unnailing Vespers at 3:00pm. The retreat includes lesson time, music, craft and recess. During Vespers, Father
will call all the children to join him in helping to take Christ down from the cross. It is a beautiful way for the
children to participate in a very special Holy Week service. We encourage all to attend!

Lastly, our Vacation Church Camp (VCC) is fast approaching! Our theme this year is “Stewards of the Garden”
and we will be learning about various Orthodox Saints who have a special connection to animals. Camp is
always a fun time with lessons, crafts, music, and recess. It takes place June 22-26 from 9am-12pm. Register
today!

I pray everyone has a blessed Holy Week and Kalo Pascha.

With love in Christ,
Marina Zagaris

Hope and Joy
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St. Andrew’s Brotherhood continues to meet
monthly and remains a strong source of
fellowship, accountability, and spiritual
encouragement for the men of the parish.
The gatherings have continued to build
consistency and brotherhood as members
reflect on faith, family life, and practical ways
to grow spiritually together.

In Christ,
Artem Koker

The Feeding the Hungry outreach continues to
serve the community faithfully. Volunteers are
now regularly serving meals both on the 2nd
Tuesday and 4th Monday at the shelter helping
provide food and support to those in need. The
ministry has maintained steady participation and
continues to be a meaningful way for parish
members to serve others.

In Christ,
Artem Koker

Men’s Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
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Feeding the Hungry Ministry

G R E E K E A ST E R T R A DI T ION S :  
R E D  E G G S  &  T H E  C R AC K I NG GA M E

Greek Easter eggs are dyed red to symbolize the
blood of Christ and the promise of new life
through the Resurrection. Traditionally, they are
colored on Holy Thursday before Easter Sunday.
The game, called tsougrisma, is played by
tapping eggs together—each person tries to crack
the other’s egg without breaking their own, and
the last uncracked egg is said to bring good luck.

Did
You 

Know?



Financial Summaries and Building Fund Report
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See the Holy Week Schedule above;
April 4 (Saturday of Lazarus) - April 12
(Pascha Agape Vespers & picnic)

17  - Bright Week Liturgy (Orthros 8:30am,
Divine Liturgy 9:30am)

th

24  - St. Elizabeth (Orthros 8:30am, Divine
Liturgy 9:30am)

th

6  - Mid-Pentecost (Orthros 8:30am,
Divine Liturgy 9:30am)

th

20  - Apodosis Paschath

21  - Ascension (Orthros 8:30am,
Divine Liturgy 9:30am)

st

30  - Saturday of Souls (Orthros
8:30am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am)

th

31  - Pentecostst

*The schedule is subject to change Please check our website for any updates.
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L I T U RGY S C H E DU L E

APRIL MAY
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STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE & PAYMENT

https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/stewardship


The Light is published bi-monthly by 
the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church, 

in Chantilly, Virginia. 
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Parish Council
Greg Joiner 

gregjoiner@gmail.com

Stewardship 
Ron & Mina Baldinger

Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com

Sunday School
Dena Kozanas

denakozanas@gmail.com

Prosfora
Angela Galanos

angela.galanos@gmail.com

Greek Dance Program
Maria Plevrakis

maroudi@hotmail.com

St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
and Young Adult Group

Artem Koker
artemskoker@gmail.com

Philoptochos
Alexis Wenzel & Cynthia Glakas

aawenzel22@gmail.com
glakas@cox.net

GOYA
Alexis Wenzel 

goyahagoc@gmail.com

Hope & Joy
Marina Zagaris

mnchrist86@gmail.com

Greek School
Vasilia Ravaris

vasilia@live.com

Music Ministry
Penny Broening

pnbroening@verizon.net

AHEPA
Dean Economou

 deaneconomou@ymail.com
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“WHOEVER IS
GENEROUS TO

THE POOR
LENDS TO THE
LORD,  AND HE

WILL REPAY
HIM FOR HIS

DEED.”  
PROVERBS 19 : 17

2026 Pledged Stewards
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	Message from Fr. Thomas continued...
	The roots of the icon screen reach back into the early centuries of the Church. Over time, the simple altar barrier developed into the full iconostasis we see today. Yet its purpose has always remained the same: to proclaim the mystery of the Incarnation. Because God became man in Jesus Christ, the invisible God can now be depicted and proclaimed through holy images.
	At the center of the iconostasis are the Royal Doors, through which the Gospel and the Holy Gifts pass during the Divine Liturgy. These doors remind us that Christ Himself is the door through which we enter the Kingdom of God. On the icon screen we see icons of Christ, the Mother of God, and the saints—those who have become living witnesses to the transforming power of God’s grace.
	Each icon teaches us that holiness is not distant or abstract. The saints whose images appear before us were real people who struggled, prayed, repented, and followed Christ. Their presence on the iconostasis invites us to join them in the same path toward the Kingdom.
	The icon screen also reminds us that the altar represents heaven itself. During the Divine Liturgy, the curtain and the Royal Doors open and close, revealing the sacred actions that lead us into the mystery of God’s presence. What we glimpse through the iconostasis is a sign that heaven is not far away; it is already present in the worship of the Church.
	Now that our icon screen is complete, we are called not only to admire its beauty but to deepen our understanding of what it represents. The iconostasis calls us to prayer, repentance, and communion with Christ. It invites us to see our parish as part of the great and eternal Church that stretches beyond time and space.
	May this holy icon screen continue to teach us silently each time we enter the church. May it remind us that in every Divine Liturgy heaven opens before us, and that we are invited to stand among the saints in the presence of the living God.
	I am very thankful to all who contributed and labored for the completion of this divine project. It is a testament to the love and dedication of our faithful to our Holy Apostles Church community. May the beauty of the icon screen always inspire and draw the faithful closer to the Lord.
	To Him be glory, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
	Fr. Thomas

	Message from the Parish Council President
	Dear Holy Apostles Family,
	A blessed Lenten and Pascha season to you all! As we journey through Great Lent toward the joyous Resurrection of our Lord, I am continuously uplifted by the faith and fellowship of our beautiful community here in Chantilly. This is a profound time of reflection and renewal, and I pray this season brings peace and spiritual growth to you and your families. We are blessed to have so many great church services occurring during the Lenten season. I encourage you to join us for our Wednesday Presanctified Liturgies, Open Confessions, and our Friday Salutations and Akathist services, followed by our wonderful Lenten dinners. We are especially looking forward to the deeply moving services of Holy Week, culminating in our glorious celebration of the Resurrection. Please be sure to join us for our annual Pascha Picnic and Egg Hunt on April 12th—it is always a joyous time to break the fast and celebrate together! March and April have been bustling with wonderful activities for our youth and young adults. Recently, our Hope & Joy children had an amazing time touring St. Sophia in DC and visiting the National Zoo. Meanwhile, our GOYA teens enjoyed a fantastic get-together, and we had a great turnout for the NOVA & MD YAL Retreat. Looking ahead, we have our Holy Apostles Youth Retreat on April 10th, a GOYA Hike at Beaverdam Reservoir Park on April 19th, and GOYA prosfora baking with Presvytera Elizabeth on April 25th. Additionally, any girls ages 5-18 interested in serving as myrofores on Holy Friday evening should reach out to Marina to participate in this beautiful tradition.
	We also have some outstanding accomplishments to celebrate! A massive congratulations to our incredible youth who represented Holy Apostles at the District Level of the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival hosted at our parish on March 14th. Marianna Drapas earned 2nd place in the Senior Division, while Ben Joiner took 2nd place and Mark Wenzel took 3rd place in the Junior Division. We are exceedingly proud of your hard work and eloquence! I also want to thank the Festival Chairperson, Ashley Joiner, our judges, and our volunteers, who together put on an incredibly well-run event that will enable our parish to host similar events for the region in the future.
	None of these events and ministries would be possible without the tireless efforts of our volunteers. We owe a huge thank you to the Wenzel family for graciously hosting the recent GOYA gathering at their home. Thank you as well to Maria Plevrakis and everyone volunteering on our Coffee Hour Committee, and to Dena Kozanas for her continued dedication as our Sunday School Director. We are also incredibly grateful to all the parishioners who have signed up to bring dishes for our post-service Lenten dinners and those helping organize the Pascha picnic. Your selfless giving is the backbone of our parish!
	May the remainder of your Lenten journey be blessed, peaceful, and spiritually fruitful. I look forward to praying alongside you during Holy Week and celebrating the light of Pascha together. Kali Anastasi!
	In Christ, Greg Joiner Parish Council President
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	Stewardship
	Happy Spring!
	We hope you are having a blessed Lenten Season and enjoying the beautiful services of Lent. We enjoy seeing so many new people every Sunday and seeing how many faithful followers we have every week. What a blessing. We love our new Church home, we use every inch of it on a weekly basis and it is bustling with life daily.  We are currently working on our 2026 Stewardship Program and we currently have 79 Stewards which is an amazing number for so early in the year. We thank each and every one of you for your continued support and if you are not a steward… PLEASE sign up to be one today.
	If you have not yet pledged for 2026, please either fill out a pledge card at church or just email Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com with your pledge for this year. Even if you are continuing with the same amount as 2025, we still need a confirmation of that from you for the new year.
	As always, thank you for all your generosity!
	In your service, Ron and Mina Baldinger HAGOC Stewardship Chairs

	Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)
	The Holy Apostles Young Adults League continues to grow and settle into its rhythm with regular meetings focused on community, discussion, and spiritual development for young adults. In addition to the meetings, several social gatherings have helped strengthen friendships within the group. We have also now been blessed to have St Nectarios as the patron saint for our group.
	In Christ, Artem Koker
	Please print out this form and leave it by the church office, or email it to Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com.
	You can also pledge by emailing Ron directly, or go to our website at: www.holyapostlesgreek orthodox.org/stewardship

	PHILOPTOCHOS
	On February 7, Philoptochos members gathered at the Bungalow Lakehouse in Sterling for a warm and welcoming evening of fellowship. We enjoyed delicious food, lively conversation, and wonderful camaraderie as we spent time together strengthening our community and friendship.
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	HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)
	!
	With love in Christ, Marina Zagaris


	St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
	On March 14th, right here at HAGOC, the District level competition for the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival was held and the participants from our parish did exceptionally well!
	Senior Division (grades 10-12): Marianna Drapas (2nd place)
	Junior Division (grades 7-9): Ben Joiner (2nd place); Mark Wenzel (3rd place)
	HAGOC has in years' past excelled in this District competition, and 2026 was no exception! We are exceedingly proud of Marianna, Ben and Mark – and to have such recognition for our parish is truly exciting!
	By earning 2nd Place in the Senior Division, Marianna will continue on to the next level of competition - Metropolis. Ben will also continue on to the Metropolis competition, having earned 2nd Place in the Junior Division. The Metropolis competition is scheduled for May 2nd at St. George in Bethesda, Maryland.
	Congratulations again to Marianna, Ben and Mark – thank you for being such terrific representatives for our parish! And best wishes to Marianna and Mark at the Metropolis competition!

	GOYA Highlights
	(ages 13-18)
	On February 22, GOYA gathered at Lucky Strike for an evening of friendly competition and fellowship. GOYANs (and some parents) enjoyed cheering each other on, sharing plenty of laughs, and strengthening friendships through a little healthy rivalry.
	Alexis Wenzel, GOYA Advisor


	Hope and Joy
	Blessed Lent to all. Our Hope/Joy youth group continues to meet monthly for various activities. Several of our Hope/Joy families were able to attend “Winter Family Camp” at Antiochian Village in January. It’s a wonderful weekend spent with family and friends old and new, as a time of rest, spiritual renewal, and recreation. It takes place every year over MLK weekend in January so mark your calendars now to join next year!
	In February our children participated in an icon painting event in preparation for the Sunday of Orthodoxy. Each child painted their own glass icon, following step by step instructions. The kids did such an amazing job, their icons turned out beautiful. Thank you to all who participated!
	Looking ahead, we have our Good Friday retreat on April 10th beginning at 1:00pm and concluding with the Unnailing Vespers at 3:00pm. The retreat includes lesson time, music, craft and recess. During Vespers, Father will call all the children to join him in helping to take Christ down from the cross. It is a beautiful way for the children to participate in a very special Holy Week service. We encourage all to attend!
	Lastly, our Vacation Church Camp (VCC) is fast approaching! Our theme this year is “Stewards of the Garden” and we will be learning about various Orthodox Saints who have a special connection to animals. Camp is always a fun time with lessons, crafts, music, and recess. It takes place June 22-26 from 9am-12pm. Register today!
	I pray everyone has a blessed Holy Week and Kalo Pascha.
	With love in Christ, Marina Zagaris

	Men’s Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
	St. Andrew’s Brotherhood continues to meet monthly and remains a strong source of fellowship, accountability, and spiritual encouragement for the men of the parish. The gatherings have continued to build consistency and brotherhood as members reflect on faith, family life, and practical ways to grow spiritually together.
	In Christ, Artem Koker

	Feeding the Hungry Ministry
	The Feeding the Hungry outreach continues to serve the community faithfully. Volunteers are now regularly serving meals both on the 2nd Tuesday and 4th Monday at the shelter helping provide food and support to those in need. The ministry has maintained steady participation and continues to be a meaningful way for parish members to serve others.
	In Christ, Artem Koker
	GREEK EASTER TRADITIONS:  RED EGGS & THE CRACKING GAME

	Did You  Know?
	Greek Easter eggs are dyed red to symbolize the blood of Christ and the promise of new life through the Resurrection. Traditionally, they are colored on Holy Thursday before Easter Sunday. The game, called tsougrisma, is played by tapping eggs together—each person tries to crack the other’s egg without breaking their own, and the last uncracked egg is said to bring good luck.
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	LITURGY SCHEDULE
	*The schedule is subject to change Please check our website for any updates.
	See the Holy Week Schedule above; April 4 (Saturday of Lazarus) - April 12 (Pascha Agape Vespers & picnic)
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